THAI BUSINESS LAW EXAM
Duration: 2 Hours Instructions: Read the case study below carefully. Answer all questions in the three sections provided. Cite relevant legal principles where appropriate.
CASE STUDY: "The Robo-Barista Venture"
Arthit (age 25) and Benz (age 19) are close friends living in Bangkok. Benz is a computer genius who has developed a unique software algorithm that allows a robotic arm to pour latte art perfectly every time. Arthit is a business graduate with some savings.
Phase 1: Setup They decide to launch a business called "Siam Smart-Coffee" to manufacture and sell these robotic kiosks. Arthit wants to form a Private Limited Company immediately to protect their personal assets, but Benz is worried because he is not yet 20 years old. Benz suggests they just start as a Partnership because it is easier to set up.
Phase 2: Operations After some discussion, they proceed with the business. They engage in the following transactions:
1. The Carpenter: They pay a local carpenter, Khun Dang, a fixed fee of 50,000 THB to build the wooden housing for their first prototype. Khun Dang brings his own tools and comes and goes as he pleases, as long as the housing is finished by Friday.
2. The Sales Staff: They hire Nop, a university student, to stand at their booth in a mall to explain the robot to customers. Nop is paid a monthly salary, must wear a uniform, and must follow a strict script provided by Arthit.
3. The Accident: One day, while Nop is moving the heavy robot unit to a new spot in the mall (as instructed by Arthit), he accidentally loses his grip. The robot crashes into a customer, Ms. Mali, breaking her foot and destroying her expensive phone.
Phase 3: Assets and Protection The business becomes successful. However, they face new challenges:
1. A competitor has started using a logo that looks almost identical to their "Siam Smart-Coffee" logo, which is a blue elephant holding a coffee cup.
2. Benz wants to know how to protect the unique mechanical structure of the robotic arm he invented, as well as the User Instruction Manual he wrote himself.






PART 1: PERSONS (Natural & Juristic)
Question 1.1: Legal Capacity Benz is 19 years old. Discuss his legal capacity to enter into binding contracts and become a shareholder or partner. What defines a "minor" under Thai law, and generally, what is required for a minor to perform juristic acts? 
Question 1.2: Business Organization Arthit prefers a Private Limited Company, while Benz suggests a Partnership.
· A) Explain the key difference regarding liability between a partner in an Ordinary Partnership and a shareholder in a Private Limited Company.
· B) Based on the case study, which structure do you suggest? 
PART 2: LAW OF OBLIGATIONS (Acts & Contracts)
Question 2.1: Contract Classification Analyze the agreements made with Khun Dang (the carpenter) and Nop (the staff member). What type of contract is it?
Question 2.2: Define the legal consequences of the accident involving Nop and Ms. Mali. Can Ms. Mali sue the business owners for the actions of Nop?
Question 2.3: Hire of Property If "Siam Smart-Coffee" decides to rent a shop space in the mall for a period of 5 years: What formal requirement must the lease contract meet to be enforceable? 
PART 3: INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY (IP)
Question 3.1: Benz wants to protect two distinct assets:
1. The mechanical invention of the robotic arm.
2. The User Instruction Manual he wrote. Identify which type of IP protection applies to each item. Explain the basic requirement for the mechanical arm to be protected under the law.
Question 3.2: Trademarks Regarding the competitor using a logo similar to the "Blue Elephant" logo, if "Siam Smart-Coffee" has registered their logo, what rights do they have against the competitor using a confusingly similar sign? What if they did not register it?

