Intangible Property & Intellectual Property Law in Thailand
A Two-Part Class Activity
Topic: Understanding intangible property (data + IP), then applying it to Thailand's IP legal framework 
Total time:~15 min warm-up + 60 min main activity 
Submission: Completed work uploaded to Google Drive https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1XfItGTwYejOSVzLMDQD5QqGpqkZH7o5L 
Companion video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHqDnvhg14o   
Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
1. Distinguish tangible from intangible property and explain why intangible assets (data and IP) can have legal and commercial value.
2. Identify the main categories of intellectual property recognised under Thai law.
3. Match real-world scenarios to the correct type of IP protection in Thailand.
4. Explain, in their own words, how IP rights arise and are enforced in Thailand.

PART A — Introductory Activity (≈15 minutes)
"Can You Own Something You Can't Touch?"
Purpose: Get students intuitively grasping intangible property before the legal terminology arrives.
Step 1 — Quick sort (5 min)
Display the list below. Students individually (or in pairs) sort each item into Tangible (physical, you can hold it) or Intangible (no physical form, but still owned/valued).
	Item
	Tangible or Intangible?

	A laptop
	

	The photos stored on that laptop
	

	A Coca-Cola bottle
	

	The Coca-Cola logo
	

	A novel (the paper book)
	

	The story written inside the novel
	

	A company's list of 50,000 customers
	

	A secret recipe for a sauce
	

	A song saved on your phone
	

	Your personal data held by an app
	


Step 2 — Legal Analysis (10 min)
Pose these questions to the class:
1. Look at your "intangible" column. Even though you can't physically hold these things, why might they be worth a lot of money?
2. If someone copies your photo, your song, or your company's customer list — what exactly did they take? You still have the original, so was anything actually "stolen"?
3. You can lock a laptop in a drawer. How do you "protect" something you can't lock up — like a brand name, an invention, or personal data?
Bridge to the main lesson: The law's answer to question 3 is intellectual property rights (for creations of the mind) and data protection law (for personal data). Both give people legal control over things they cannot physically hold. Today we focus on how Thailand does this.

PART B — Main Activity: IP Law in Thailand 
Graded — submit to Google Drive
Instructions for students: Make your own copy of this worksheet in Google Docs (or write your answers in a new document). Work through all four tasks. When finished, follow the submission instructions at the end.
Task 1 — Guided Viewing (≈15 min)
Watch the full video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHqDnvhg14o 
As you watch, complete this note-catcher. (Pause and rewind as needed.)
	Prompt
	Your notes

	What does "intellectual property" mean, in your own words?
	

	Which Thai government body administers IP registration?
	

	Which court hears IP disputes in Thailand?
	

	List every type of IP mentioned in the video
	

	One thing that surprised you or was new to you
	

	One question you still have
	


Task 2 — The Five Pillars of Thai IP (≈15 min)
Thailand protects several distinct types of intellectual property, each under its own law. Complete the table using the video and the reference notes at the end of this worksheet.
	IP type
	What it protects (one line)
	Governing Thai law
	Does it need registration to exist?

	Copyright
	
	
	

	Patent
	
	
	

	Trademark
	
	
	

	Trade secret
	
	
	

	Geographical indication (GI)
	
	
	


Task 3 — Apply It: Match the Scenario (≈20 min)
For each Thai scenario below, write (a) which type of IP protection applies, and (b) one sentence explaining your choice.
1. A street vendor in Bangkok sells handbags stamped with a famous foreign fashion brand's logo. The bags are not genuine.
2. A Chiang Mai musician discovers her song is being used in a local company's advertisement without her permission.
3. A food company's unique chilli-paste formula is taken by a former employee who starts selling an identical product.
4. A Thai engineer designs a brand-new, more fuel-efficient rice harvester and wants exclusive rights to make and sell it.
5. Coffee grown and processed in a specific highland district markets itself using that district's name, which has become known for its distinctive flavour.
6. A start-up's database of 100,000 customers — names, phone numbers, purchase history — is leaked by a hacker.
Challenge question: Scenario 6 involves two different legal frameworks. Name both and explain the difference between them. (Hint: think about who the data belongs to.)
Task 4 — Reflection (≈10 min)
In 150–200 words, answer:
Thailand is known both as a centre of innovation and as a place where counterfeit goods are widely available. Why does strong intellectual property protection matter for Thailand's creators, businesses, and economy? Use at least two specific IP types from today's lesson in your answer.
